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the matter, she said: " Oh, I think this black garb is more than a fad, it really operates for good. It is so appropriate, you know, and — and a constant reminder of that first great fast — the origin of Lent; and as I walk about in trailing black, I know I look devout, and that mak,es me feel devout, and so I pray often, and you're always the better for praying, even if your dress is at the bottom of it — and, oh, well, I feel that I am in the picture, when I wear black during Lent/'
But the important thing is that before the Lenten season was half over, female New York was walking the streets in gentle, black-robed dignity, and evidently enjoying the keeping of Lent because, to use a theatrical expression, "it knew it looked the part."
So much influence do these petted, beloved daughters of the rich exercise over the many, that I have often wished that, for the sake of the poorer women, the wealthy ones would set a fashion of extreme simplicity of costume  \                                                                                   J
